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Monday, 7 November 

 

Ms Monica Macovei (ECR), Chair of the European Parliament Delegation opened the 
meeting. Ms Macovei welcomed members of the Albanian delegation and distinguished guests. 
 

Ms Macovei stated that the European Parliament supported the opening of the accession 
negotiations with Albania, and that implementation was the key word. Ms Macovei 

congratulated Albania on unanimous adoption of the judiciary reform in the Albanian 
Parliament and stressed the importance of political dialogue in Albania. The two Co-chairs 
agreed that the main issues were the judiciary reform, fight against organised crime and 

corruption, electoral reform and the text of recommendations. Co-chair Mr Taulant Balla (SP) 

stated the vital importance of the constitutional amendments adopted in July, the Law on 

Vetting for Judges and Prosecutors, and another six laws. He added that the EU had praised 
Albania for its reforms, but more work needed to be done within the framework of Chapters 23 
and 24 of the accession talks. Mr Balla said that it was important to amend the electoral code 

based on recommendations from the OSCE. 
 

1. Adoption of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted unanimously. 
 

2. Adoption of minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the 10th meeting of the EU - Albania SAPC, which was held in Tirana on 19-

20 May 2016, were adopted unanimously. 
 

3. State of play of the EU - Albania relations - exchange of views with representatives of 

the Albanian Government and of the European Commission 

 

The Co-chair gave the floor to Ms Klajda Gjosha, Minister of European Integrat ion 
representing the Albanian Government. Ms Gjosha conveyed the commitment of the Albanian 
Government and her belief that the judiciary reform would lead to a positive recommendation 

for opening of the accession negotiations. She added that nine laws were already adopted and 
that the electoral and administrative reforms were continuing as planned. Ms Gjosha stated that 

statistics improved in the fight against corruption, and that Albania made further effort in the 
fight against organised crime. For the Albanian Government, the Law on protection of 
minorities was a priority and Ms Gjosha believed that the opening of the accession talks with 

Albania would be the best message for the Albanian citizens and for the European enlargement 
process. 
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Mr Thomas Mayr Harting, Managing Director for Europe and Central Asia, EEAS, conveyed 
support for Albania on behalf of the High Representative Ms Federica Mogherini. He expressed 

his belief that Albania had made progress in the five key priorities, and that the judiciary reform 
was a historical way forward. Mr Mayr Harting voiced hope that the dispute of the Vetting law 
in the Constitutional Court would not delay the implementation of the reform, and believed that 

the OSCE recommendations could still be implemented ahead of the parliamentary elections in 
2017, by political consensus. He commended Albania’s alignment with the EU on foreign and 

security policy, and stressed the importance of regional cooperation and reconciliation. 
 
Ms Genoveva Ruiz Calavera, Director for Western Balkans, DG NEAR, conveyed best 

wishes for Albania from Commissioner Hahn. She stated that the European Commission report 
would acknowledge a positive trend in Albania. Ms Ruiz Calavera stated that the Albanian 

parliament had achieved a lot since the last report in terms of the complex judiciary reform, and 
that there was progress in the fight against organised crime and corruption. She added that there 
was need for a professional civil service, a framework law on national minorities, as well as a 

political dialogue in order to bring and implement the new electoral system. The upcoming 
months would be intense and crucial for the judiciary reform and Ms Ruiz Calavera underlined 

EU’s strong support for Albania on that path. 
 
Mr Knut Fleckenstein (S&D), AFET rapporteur for Albania, underlined that he was very 

pleased to see the judicial reform and the constitution amendments adopted in the Albanian 
parliament. He stressed the need for full implementation, not only as laws on paper, but also in 

practice. Despite the positive developments, Mr Fleckenstein referred to problems linked to 
organised crime and corruption. Mr Fleckenstein expressed his satisfaction with the regiona l 
role of Albania, and advised Albania to concentrate on the following year’s elections with 

political dialogue. 
 

Mr Aldo Bumçi (DP) stated that the European Commission was silent on drug cultivation, 
trafficking and corruption in Albania. He also referred to the 2015 OSCE recommendations, 
which he saw as very critical and raised concern for the free elections next year. 

 
Mr Genc Pollo (DP) expressed opinion that there was lack of willingness by the ruling majority 

to implement laws and to disclose information on corrupt officials. He added that there was a 
very alarming rise of marihuana cultivation and that the government had been denying this 
problem. 

 
Mr Kastriot Islami (DP) talked about the next elections, claiming it would be risky due to 

three factors: lack of deep electoral reform, no progress in “decriminalisation” and the threat 
that elections would be manipulated with money linked to drug cultivation and trafficking.  
 

Ms Michela Matuella, Head of Unit for Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, DG NEAR, 
stressed that the electoral reform was a very important part of the key priorities. She found 

cooperation between the Italian and Albanian forces on combating drug trafficking encouraging 
and expressed her belief that there was a clear commitment by the Albanian government to 
identify and destroy the plantations of drugs. Ms Matuella stated that there was a clear EU 

support for Albania, but there also Albania needed to further strengthen its efforts. 
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Mr Knut Fleckenstein (S&D) stated that the drug problem would be mentioned in the report 

in an adequate way. Regarding the “decriminalisation” law, he suggested waiting until the 
following year when the party lists for elections would be published. 

 
Mr Eduard Kukan (EPP) expressed general agreement with Mr Fleckenstein. He was of the 
opinion that the Constitutional Court should not be referring issues like the Vetting law to the 

Venice Commission. He added, however, that it was a legitimate right of the opposition to send 
laws to the Constitutional Court and that there was need for credible elections. 

 
4. Implementation of the Judiciary reform. State of play of the implementation of the law 

prohibiting convicted persons to occupy or to be appointed in public office positions in 

the legislative, administration and the judiciary (prosecutors included) and to be 

nominated as candidates to any forthcoming elections 

 

Mr Fatmir Mediu (RP) expressed his concern for several issues:  regarding the vetting law, 
cultivation of cannabis and the criminalisation of the society. Mr Mediu added that the 

upcoming elections could pose a problem, due to his worries that the ad-hoc committee for 
electoral reform was not functioning. 

 
Mr Fatmir Xhafaj (SP) stated that there would soon be new proposals to the assembly on 
areas including fight against corruption and after passing them, Albania would have completed 

the package of legislative reforms. Mr Xhafaj added that experts from the EU and the domestic 
civil society and academia had been consulted during the drafting of these laws. 

 
Ms Elly Schlein (S&D) stated that the signal of political will showed that political dialogue 
was possible and welcomed, but expressed concerns for the fate of the Vetting law.  

 
Mrs Majlinda Bregu (DP) expressed her belief that the judiciary reform was a big move 

forward and a real screening of the system.  
 

Mr Igor Šoltes (Greens/EFA) asked a question about the Vjosa river, and expressed 

dissatisfaction that the Albanian government granted the concession for a large hydropower 
plant on the river, which was contrary to EU standards. 

 

Mr Eduart Shalsi (SP) stressed that the Vjosa river was a sensitive issue and that the 
government was doing its best regarding the contracts signed earlier.  

 

Mr Eduart Halimi (DP) accused the government of refraining from EU standards in order to 

take control over the judiciary. He remained confident that the Venice commission would return 
back laws that, he claimed, were politically influenced. 
 

Ms Monica Macovei (ECR) stressed the importance of transparency and that judges should be 
moral and apolitical. Ms Macovei added that the vetting process needed to be carried out and 

that it was a good idea to include international experts in the process. 
 
Mrs Vasilika Hysi (SP) mentioned that the suspension of the Vetting Law would create 

problems in the implementation of the judicial reform. She also hoped that the Venice 
Commission would give their opinion as soon as possible and that it would be positive. 
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Mr Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) claimed that the Vetting commission was supposed to be 

independent, but by law it would be appointed by the Prime Minister. He added that the ruling 
majority was blocking the decriminalisation process through the central electoral commission.  

 

Mrs Olta Xhaçka (SP) denied the statements by Mr Bylykbashi. 
 

Mr Kastriot Islami (DP) stated that Albania had deviated from the liberal democracy. Mr 
Islami continued that politicians were corrupt and involved in organised crime. He concluded 

that elections were not free and fair and that opponents of the regime were attacked.  
 
Ms Monica Macovei (ECR) continued on to amendments by Mr Bumçi and opened the floor 

for discussion. 
 

Mr Genc Pollo (DP) discussed the role of the Venice commission in advising the 
Constitutional Court. 
 

Mr Taulant Balla (SP) expressed his full support for the judiciary reform and the 
implementation of the Vetting law and the “decriminalisation law”, as well as the need for 

Albania to progress further. 
 
Mrs Vasilika Hysi (SP) discussed the Vetting law and criticised the opposition for sending it 

to the Constitutional Court. 
 

Mr Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) criticised the government for not implementing the 
“decriminalisation law”. 
 

 

Tuesday, 8 November 

 
Mr Taulant Balla opened the meeting with the agenda point number five and gave the floor to 
Mr Bumçi. 

 
5. Fight against corruption and organized crime 

 
Mr Aldo Bumçi (DP) talked about drug cultivation and claimed that after the operation in 
Lazarat nothing else happened. He mentioned that foreign media had been covering the 

situation in Albania, and criticised the European institutions for not pressuring the Albanian 
government on this issue. 

 
Mrs Evis Kushi (SP) stated that one should follow reliable sources on drug trafficking, like 
the Italian Guardia di Finanza. She also accused the opposition of posting fake photos regarding 

drug trafficking on social media. 
 

Mr Kastriot Islami (DP) criticised the Albanian government regarding drug trafficking. 
 
Mr Eduart Shalsi (SP) accused the Democratic Party that they were exaggerating the drug 

problem. 
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Mrs Olta Xhaçka (SP) expressed her view that Albania had made serious efforts in the fight 

against corruption. She focused on Public administration reform strategy, which served as a 
reform guide.  

 
Mr Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) criticised the Albanian Government for giving concessions to 
companies associated with them. 

 

Mr Taulant Balla (SP) stated that there was now a political will to fight cannabis cultivation, 

which lacked in previous governments. 
 
Mr Genc Pollo (DP) warned about the alarming increase in cannabis cultivation during the 

current year and talked about corruption in the Albanian police. He also talked about media 
freedom and recent cases of journalists being fired, supposedly due to political pressure. 

 
Mrs Vasilika Hysi (SP) expressed support for the cooperation between Italian and Albanian 
police to combat drug trade and stressed the need to urgently pass all the laws and form the 

institutions. 
 

After the debate, the co-chair Mr Taulant Balla passed to point six and gave the floor to Eduard 
Kukan. 
 

6. Electoral reform and preparedness for the upcoming elections 

 

Mr Eduard Kukan (EPP) stressed the need for credible free elections, and called for the OSCE 
recommendations to be implemented for following year’s elections.  
 

Mr Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) stated that the OSCE report in 2015 had indicated decrease in the 
freedom of vote and criticised the Albanian government for focusing on the justice reform while 

marginalising the electoral reform. He also accused the Albanian government of using state 
structures to promote the governing candidates. 
 

Mr Taulant Balla (SP) expressed his opinion that the 2015 elections had been better than 2011, 
but there were still standards to be accomplished. He added that the ad-hoc committee would 

soon propose a new electoral code, and voiced that Albania was one of the rare countries where 
Albanians from abroad could not vote. 
 

Mr Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) stated that the opposition presented their suggestions for the 
electoral code, but their suggestions had been rejected. He also quoted the OSCE report and the 

irregularities. 
 
Co-chair Ms Monica Macovei (ECR) stressed that the OSCE recommendations had to be fully 

implemented. Ms Macovei expressed her full support for a law that would limit the campaign 
expenses from the parties. After that, she called on the Albanian parliament members to discuss 

the recommendations. 
 
Mr Aldo Bumçi (DP) expressed his dissatisfaction with the debate and the recommendations. 

 
7. Adoption of Recommendations 
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The first point was adopted unanimously. The second point, which was a compromise, was 

adopted with 7 votes for and 2 against. Mr Aldo Bumçi expressed his strong dissatisfact ion 
that his amendments were not considered. After a debate on this issue, the amendment by Mr 

Bumçi was rejected with 6 votes for and 11 against. The third point was adopted with 7 votes 
for and 1 abstained. The vote on the other points proposed was supported with 7 votes from the 
Albanian MPs (4 Albanian MPs voting against) and all MEPs. 

 
Recommendations were adopted. The meeting was closed.  


